This collaboration began in 1992, and since then potentially eligible epidemiological studies have been sought regularly, by searches of review articles, from computer-aided literature searches in MEDLINE, EMBASE and Pubmed, using combinations of the search terms 'breast cancer', 'cohort', 'prospective', 'case-control', 'hormonal contraceptives', 'hormone replacement', 'menarche', 'menopause', and 'reproduct*'. Studies that had collected relevant data, but had not published on breast cancer were sought by correspondence with colleagues, by discussions at collaborators meetings (in 1993, 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2011), and by electronic searches using additional terms 'cohort', 'prospective', 'women' and 'cancer risk'. To be eligible for the collaboration, epidemiological studies need to have studied at least 400 women with breast cancer (or at least 100 before 2005) and to have collected individual data on women's childbearing history, and use of hormonal therapies.
*Relative risks are calculated stratifying by study, age at diagnosis in single years, and, where appropriate, by year of birth, parity, age at first birth, smoking, alcohol consumption, height, and current body mass index (results for body mass index as a young adult are not stratified by current body mass index). ‡Relative risks are calculated stratifying by study, age at diagnosis in single years, and year of birth, and adjusting by parity, age at first birth, smoking, alcohol consumption, height and current body mass index. Case-case comparisons stratified by study, age and year of birth, and adjusted by parity, age at first birth, smoking, alcohol consumption, height , and current body mass index.
Webfigure 4. Relative risk of breast cancer by:
(A) age at natural menopause, and (B) age at bilateral oophorectomy.
*Relative risk estimates are calculated stratifying by study, age, year of birth, parity, age at first birth, smoking, alcohol consumption, height and current body mass index.
Relative risks in pre-menopausal versus postmenopausal women aged 45-54 years with a natural menopause and with a bilateral oophorectomy were 1.42 (95%CI 1.32-1.52) and 1.53 (95%CI 1.26-1.86), respectively, (p for heterogeneity=0.6).
